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Request for Proposals 
Ohio Arts Council’s Creative Aging Ohio Initiative (CAO) 

 
For projects taking place between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017—  

apply no later than May 4, 2016 at 5 p.m. 
 
Introduction 
U.S. census data reveals that 10,000 members of the Baby Boomer generation turn 65 every day. Research 
published in the April 2015 issue of The Gerontologist demonstrates that active participation in the arts and 
learning improves benefits by: 1) improving physical health; 2) enhancing sense of well-being; 3) improving 
quality of life for those who are ill; 4) fostering community and social engagement; and 5) reducing risk 
factors that lead to long-term care. While many older adults express a strong desire to take part in arts 
activities, a lack of awareness in the public, healthcare, and social services communities about its physical 
and psychological benefits can negatively impacts participation. 
 
Grant Awards 
Applicants may request between $1,500 and $15,000. Activities must take place between July 1, 2016, and 
June 30, 2017. No cash match is required. Project budgets may include travel costs for attending two 
required grantee convenings in Columbus. 
 
How the Initiative Works 
The OAC is interested in supporting organizations that will design and implement hands-on art making 
experiences that are participatory, sequential, and sustainable for older adults (age 65+). During fiscal year 
2017, the OAC will support teams who are currently implementing, or would like to begin a program to: 1) 
support healthy aging through person-centered participatory arts experiences; 2) help caregivers recognize 
and fulfill their own creative needs; and 3) evaluate and document the work, adding valuable insight to the 
growing field of research about the importance of creative expression for healthy aging. Programming must 
serve a population of older adults in personally meaningful ways, likely through the arts genres of 
dance/movement, quilting, storytelling, creative writing, drama/theatre, visual arts, or music. 
 
Sample project activities might include: 

o intergenerational arts programs where older adults mentor young students 
o creative movement/dance experiences linked to physical fitness programs, such as Silver Sneakers 
o projects that capture memories from older adults and use those experiences as the basis for creative 

writing or theatrical activities 
o opportunities for older adults to actively engage in music-making in a small ensemble or large group 

 
Support will include both direct funding and professional development resources. The OAC can provide 
recommendations of qualified teaching artists experienced in working with older adults. The OAC will also 
work with funded teams to train teaching artists, arts organization staff, healthcare administrators, and 
researchers to improve their knowledge about the nuances of working creatively with older adults. 
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Each applicant should be led by a project team of professional learners and practitioners may include: arts 
and cultural organizations, senior centers, healthcare facilities, community-based organizations, and 
professional teaching artists. Once funded, teams are expected to be transparent with programming 
strategies, including artist selection, program design/delivery, evaluation, and lessons learned. This 
transparency will allow all members of the cohort to learn collaboratively from each other. Each team will 
be encouraged to keep a detailed account/journal of the decisions made during the project. Teams are 
expected to participate in a Community of Practice throughout the duration of the funding period, with 
partners convening both online and in-person at periodic intervals from July 2016 to June 2017. Lessons 
learned from projects will be collected and assembled to create a portfolio of learning linked to measurable 
outcomes identified by professional researchers after funded organizations are identified. 
 
Impact Measurement 
The OAC is committed to strengthening the quality of evidence-based research in the field of creative aging 
through this initiative, and is partnering with professionals from Ohio University to provide tools and 
guidance for the data collection process. Funded organizations are expected to collect data to prove or 
disprove hypotheses identified for the project, including data that support the following outcome/impact 
measures: 
 

1. Improved quality of life for older adults, caregivers, volunteers as a result of the creative arts 
intervention (including tracking changes in mood, engagement, happiness, etc., as a result of the 
arts experience(s)) 

2. Increased knowledge and understanding among arts and health administrators about the 
value of engaging person-centered arts experiences for them personally (including any changes 
in culture that result in the venue/organization where the arts experience(s) was offered) 

3. Increased number of jobs in the creative industries (including tracking the number of teaching 
artists and creative service providers involved across all of our organizations) 

 
Eligibility 
All applicants must possess nonprofit status or nonprofit intent, but need not be registered with the IRS as a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit. Applicants may be: 1) arts and cultural organizations in any arts discipline (literature, 
performing arts, visual arts, traditional arts, multidisciplinary arts, etc.); 2) organizations that provide arts 
programming (government entities, social service agencies, etc.); 3) private, for-profit care facilities may be 
part of a team, if the lead applicant to the OAC is a registered nonprofit; or 4) educational organizations 
(public, private, charter, and parochial schools) that demonstrate a commitment to arts programming that 
serves multiple generations. Current recipients of other OAC funding are eligible to apply. 
 
How to Apply  
Organizations interested in applying for this opportunity should contact Dia Foley in the OAC Investment 
Office at dia.foley@oac.ohio.gov to gain access to the CAO application form in ARTIE, the OAC's online 
grants system. The deadline to submit the application narrative, budget, and support materials via the 
ARTIE system is 5 p.m. on Wednesday, May 4, 2016. 
 
For more information or specific questions about the Creative Aging Ohio Initiative, please contact Christy 
Farnbauch, Director of Innovation & Engagement, at christy.farnbauch@oac.ohio.gov or 614-728-4400. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dia.foley@oac.ohio.gov
https://ohioartscouncil.smartsimple.com/s_Login.jsp
mailto:christy.farnbauch@oac.ohio.gov
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Review Process and Criteria 
Criteria are divided into four categories: Program Quality, Community Engagement, Defining and Measuring 
Success, and Resource Management. Criteria evidence may be found in any portion of an application or 
associated support materials. Each criterion is worth up to five points, for a maximum of 60 points. 
 

Program Quality (15 points) 
o Project will facilitate person-centered participatory arts activities that have the potential to increase 

wellness, while demonstrating artistic, and/or educational value  
o Project has potential to be strengthened, modified, or scaled with support from the OAC 
o Artistic, educational, and/or healthcare leaders are qualified to carry out project as described   

  
Community Engagement (20 points)    
o Efforts to engage participants are energetic and focused, as well as inclusive of a diverse range of 

older adults, including people with disabilities 
o Past experience using the arts to engage older adults will be used effectively to inform future 

programming 
o Engagement with the broader community is evident, i.e. caregivers, facility staff, family members, 

volunteers, etc.  
o Organization demonstrates a desire to collaborate and learn with/from other members of the 

Creative Aging Ohio cohort 
 
Defining and Measuring Success (15 points) 
o Project has been thoughtfully planned and will involve a wide range of voices 
o Desire to change organizational practice(s) through this project is evident 
o Appropriate strategies will be used to gauge the impact of the project on the participants it is 

designed to serve 
 
Resource Management (10 points)  
o Appropriate financial and other resources are in place to support the project, although a cash match 

is not required 
o Sound administrative practices are led by qualified personnel 

 
Timeline 
May 4, 2016 at 5 pm Deadline for proposals in ARTIE 
On or before June 15, 2016 Notification of funding for successful projects taking place between 

July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017. 
July 2016  (Required) 1st in-person convening of cohort for training & project refinement.  
May 2017 2nd in-person convening of cohort for training and sharing of 

promising practices  
June 30, 2017 Funded projects end 
July 30, 2017 Final reports, including all evaluation tools, and collected data 

submitted to the OAC. 
 


